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ABORIGINAL RANGER PROGRAM 

Statement by Minister for Environment 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Environment) [1.03 pm]: I take this 
opportunity to update members on the McGowan government’s very successful Aboriginal ranger program, 
for which round 2 expressions of interest are now open. This program was a key election commitment of the 
McGowan government. In the first round, 13 Aboriginal groups shared in $8.45 million in funding. This 
resulted in the creation of 85 new jobs and 80 training positions for Aboriginal people, including 47 female 
ranger positions. 

I have spent time with many of the groups that have received Aboriginal ranger program funding and have seen 
firsthand the positive impact that providing jobs and training on country can have. This program provides 
a pathway for Aboriginal people to forge a career in land and sea management and create long-term cultural, 
conservation and tourism opportunities. It is helping to build stronger, more resilient communities by creating 
more jobs and leadership roles for people on country, which in turn has significant environmental, economic and 
social benefits. Importantly, the projects support cross-cultural engagement, traditional knowledge transfer, 
capacity building and business development opportunities. 

It was so encouraging to see almost 60 Aboriginal groups apply in the first round of funding. I hope that many 
of these organisations, and others that did not apply, will put in an expression of interest for the second round. 
In this round, $9 million will be available for Aboriginal organisations to employ and train rangers and carry 
out land and sea management and tourism activities across a range of tenures in remote and regional 
Western Australia. 

I very much look forward to announcing the round two recipients next year, and keeping members updated on the 
outcomes being delivered both on the ground and more broadly across regional and remote Aboriginal 
communities in WA. 
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